An audit of antibiotic prescribing by general practitioners in the initial management of acute dental infection.
A sub-regional audit showed a high rate of referral of acute dentoalveolar infections as emergencies. In Torbay Hospital alone, 21 patients required admission following such referrals in a period of 3 months. A questionnaire was therefore sent out to all general medical and general dental practitioners in the area covered by Torbay Hospital in order to survey their choice of antibiotics in the initial management of acute dentoalveolar infections. The results showed that the prescribing patterns of general medical practitioners differed significantly from those of general dental practitioners and that practitioners were reluctant to prescribe metronidazole as a first choice, even in patients allergic to penicillin. The authors conclude that awareness about the use of antibiotics, particularly among general dental practitioners, needs to be increased.